
Xll CONSTITUTION OF NORTH CAROLINA

Sec. 5. Allegiance to the United States. Every citizen of this State

owes paramount allegiance to the Constitution and government of the

United States, and no law or ordinance of the State in contravention or

subversion thereof can have any binding force.

Sec. 6. Separation of powers. The legislative, executive, and

supreme judicial powers of the State government shall be forever

separate and distinct from each other.

Sec. 7. Suspending laws. All power of suspending laws or the

execution of laws by any authority, without the consent of the

representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights and shall not

be exercised.

Sec. 8. Representation and taxation. The people of this State shall

not be taxed or made subject to the payment of any impost or duty

without the consent of themselves or their representatives in the

General Assembly, freely given.

Sec. 9. Frequent elections. For redress of grievances and for

amending and strengthening the laws, elections shall be often held.

Sec. 10. Free elections. All elections shall be free.

Sec. 1 1 . Property qualifications. As political rights and privileges

are not dependent upon or modified by property, no property

qualification shall affect the right to vote or hold office.

Sec. 12. Right of assembly and petition. The people have a right to

assemble together to consult for their common good, to instruct their

representatives, and to apply to the General Assembly for redress of

grievances; but secret political societies are dangerous to the liberties

of a free people and shall not be tolerated.

Sec. 13. Religious liberty. All persons have a natural and

inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of

their own consciences, and no human authority shall, in any case

whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience.

Sec. 14. Freedom of speech and press. Freedom of speech and of

the press are two of the great bulwarks of liberty and therefore shall

never be restrained, but every person shall be held responsible for

their abuse.


